The ACE2 enzymatic activity was determined in plasma collected from db/m and db/db mice when they 4 were sacrificed at ages 8, 12, and 15 weeks. Each group contained 8 mice, except for only 7 db/db mice at 5 12 weeks of age. Two-way ANOVA shows no statistically significant effects of time, genotype, or the 6 interaction between time and genotype at the 5% significance level. Post-hoc contrasts of means show 7 that at 15 weeks, the difference in activities between db/m and db/db mice just reaches significance (p < 8 0.05) if no adjustments for multiple comparisons are performed. However, the difference is judged non-9 significant (p > 0.05) after Bonferroni correction. The data suggest that there may be elevated shedding of 10

